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EXERCISES
The Letter A

Assignment: Compose a page with variations of the letter A. Start with the page
printed with shapes and a red circle. Print out a few copies. Start with black and values

of black. Create contrasts. Be aware of the margins and spaces between letters. Notice

how line and shape give character to the different versions.Try to do 2 or 3 pages so

you can pick the best one. Introduce color as you like after a couple tries.

Suggestion: Practice making A’s on some other paper first.Try different tools (from
felt pen to stick) and with continuous line, shapes, color and texture. It’s like practicing

your scales before the actual recital. Beloved professor and calligrapher Larry Brady

taught a 100-letter marathon. He is alleged to have said that

it takes at least 50 versions before you start to find your

rhythm and create something original.

Extra Credit: Once you’ve done a page or two of the
original assignment, create a page of your own on good

paper using color and inks and tools that you couldn’t on

the bond paper.
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